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HistoRISUS: Histories of Laughter / Laughter in/of History

Seriousness seeks to exclude play, whereas
play can very well include seriousness.
Johan Huizinga, Homo ludens

Laughter is o en no laughing ma er and few other human
physiological reac ons are as laden with meaning as it is. While it
possesses libera ng, regenera ve and joyful quali es, it can be
triumphant and sardonic, scornful and transgressive, hysterical and
insane, threatening and subdued. Like few other social
phenomena, it is culturally binding and denota ve: we do not
always laugh when we are actually inclined to and when we do, we
laugh at things that members of other cultures would o en ﬁnd
diﬃcult to understand. Historically, the ambivalence of laughter is
a ested as far back as in Herodotus's Histories and its destruc ve
character is proved true for contemporary poli cians in the derisive
power of the modern social media. To paraphrase a well-known
quip, tell me what you are laughing at, and I will tell you where you
belong.
It is possibly due to its ambiguity that laughter is not o en studied in contemporary academia. With a
view to at least par ally ﬁll this gap and following the success of the 2013 Cryptohistory conference, we
cordially invite historians, philologist and scholars of various academic ﬁelds to discuss places and roles
of laughter in history, in historical narra ves and in cultural anthropology. Among the speciﬁc themes
that might be discussed in twenty-minute long presenta ons (in Polish or English) are the following (the
list is by no means exhaus ve):









(hi)stories of laughter;
ridiculousness in history;
laughter and manipula on in history;
the place and ambivalence of laughter in historical accounts;
the carnivalesque in history / history of the carnivalesque;
the playful element in history;
chances, surprises, serendipi es;
historical hysteria(s);

